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186 PIONEERS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY. 

Rico, Y. L.Mott of Nogaks, Ariz., and John G. Mott of Los 
Angeles. 



KILIAN MESSER. 

In memory of our departed friend and fellow pioneer, Mr. 
Kilian Messer, we oflfer the following sketch of his Hfe and of 
his r€'sidence in the city of Los Angeles, in which he lived for 
50 years. He was born in Germany, August 25, 1824, where 
he spent the early years of his life up to 1850, tiring of home 
he set out to seek his fortune in a foreign county. He sailed for 
the golden state of California via Cape Horn. In those days it 
was not an easy journey. He was shipwrecked on the way, but 
finally reached San Francisco, after being one year on the way. 
From there he went to the mines, where, after spending a few 
years, he tired of that kind life. He left for Los Angles in 1854, 
and so became one of the early pioneers of our beloved city. 
Here he engaged in diffrent pursuits of life in all of which he was 
successful. He was married in October, 1862, to Miss Louise 
Schmidt and raised two sons who are now engaged in business 
here, and who enjoy the respect of their fellow citizens. He 
died December 30, 1904. 

LOUIS ROEDER, 
AUGUST SCHMIDT, 
EMIL PESCHKE, 

Committee. 



COL. ISAAC ROTHERMEL DUNKELBERGER. 

Col. Dunkelberger, who was so widely and favorably known 
in this community, was born in Northumberland County, Penn., 
in 1832. He died in Los Angeles, December 5, 1904, at the age 
of 72 years. 

Col. Dunkelberger, who had studied civil engineering and 
read law in the ofifice of Simon Cameron, was one of the first, 
if not the first man to enlist in Pennsylvania in the civil war. 
His regiment, the First Penn. Volunteers, was ordered to Balti- 
more at the time of the attack on the Massachusetts troops, and 
while there he received a commission as second lieutenant in the 
First Dragoons, afterwards the First U. S. Cavalry, the same 
regiment which distinguished itself in Cuba in the late war be- 
tween the! United States and Spain. Col. Dunkelberger in the 
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civil was was in thirty-six pitched battles, and in a number of 
skirmishes. He was twice wounded — once through the left 
shoulder and left lung, his wound at the tim^ being thought to 
have been mortal. His sufferings from this terrible wound, 
during the remainder of his life, nearly forty years, from ab- 
scesses, which recurred at intervals till his death, were most ex- 
cruciating. His left arm was practically useless. 

After the close of the war he was ordered to New Orleans 
with Gen. Sheridan, who there relieved Gen. Butler. From 
thence he was ordered to San Francisco, and from there to Ari- 
zona. In 1876 he resigned his commission in the army and 
thereafter made his home in Los Angeles. 

Col. Dunkelberger was appointed postmaster of Los An- 
geles by President Grant, February 3, 1877; and re-appointed 
by President Hayes in 1881. 

In 1867, Col. Dunkelberger was married to Miss Mary 
Mallard of this city, who, with six children, three sons and three 
daughters, survive him. 

In 1901, President McKinley, after reviewing the war rec- 
ord of Colonel Dunkelberger, and letters of Generals Grant, 
Sheridan and Meade, appointed him captain of cavalry in the 
regular army, and he was confirmed and retired the same day by 
Congress without a dissenting vote. 

There are many old-timers still living in Los Angeles who 
have a warm place in their hearts for gallant, bluff Colonel 
Dunkelberger. His name will ever remain green in their 
memories. 

H. D. BARROWS, 

L. T. FISHER, 

W. H. WORKMAN, 

Committee. 



PASCAL BALLADE. 

P. Ballade, a resident of Los Angeles for over thirty years, 
was a native of France, born April 6, 1839. He came to Cali- 
fornia in 1862. After a residence of three years in San Fran- 
cisco, he went to Santa Clara County and was employed at the 
New Almaden Quicksilver mines for several years. He next 
went to Monterey and engaged in sheep raising until 1872, 
when he came to Los Angeles and successfully followed the 
same business near San Juan Capistrano. 



